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Dear Friends,

What a fantastic year the National Museum of Transportation had in 2019! Enclosed you will find just a few 
highlights. We welcomed more than 200,000 guests from 47 states and 23 countries, and launched the ALL 
Aboard program which distributed 7,500 tickets to children in need here in our community. I am proud to say 
The National Museum of Transportation is leading the way in preserving and restoring our nation’s transportation 
heritage for generations to come.  

Speaking of restoration, did you know the Museum completed or continued restoration work on ten artifacts in 
2019? Or that more than 160 volunteers donate nearly 20,000 hours annually to support our efforts?  
Our world-class collection of rare, unique, and one-of-a-kind aircraft, watercraft, road and rail vehicles are the 
heart of our mission, and we are thankful for the preservation efforts managed by our outstanding team of staff 
and volunteers. 

Also in 2019, we had our first Acoustic Music Festival, which showcased more than 40 local artists and attracted 
600 attendees. We also had a record-breaking holiday season with more than 15,000 visiting between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day to view the E. Desmond Lee miniature train collection and of course visit  
with Santa.  

We are grateful to each of you for your membership, volunteer hours, and financial support. Thank you for giving 
your time, talent, and treasures to ensure our Museum will be able to bring history to life for many years to come. 
As always, we welcome your feedback and I invite you to contact me personally anytime.  

Thank you for your support!

Darryl Ross, PhD 
President of the Board of Directors 
museum@tnmot.org

MESSAGE FROM DARRYL ROSS
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SPECIAL 2019 HIGHLIGHTS
Artifact Restoration and Conservation
In 2019, volunteers and staff restored or continued restoration work on ten artifacts including the Divco milk truck, 
the Kansas City Public Service Co. #1533 (the “Birney”), and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad #173 camelback 
locomotive. TNMOT also completed the restoration of the Georgia Railroad #724 locomotive. Build in 1896, the 
Georgia is an exemplary locomotive from the golden age of steam power and functions as a teaching tool for the 
museum. During its restoration, one side was painted in classic black while the other side is a rainbow of colors, each 
highlighting a different feature of the engine. 

Launch of New Website
In August 2019, the Museum launched its new website – www.TNMOT.org. This fully-redesigned website was 
created with input from volunteers, visitors, and staff to make it easier to access information about the programs, 
events, artifacts, and activities at the Museum. If you haven’t done so already, we hope you will visit today to see 
what changes we have made to our online presence!

ALL Aboard
ALL Aboard ensures that all children have access to the Museum’s educational programs. 2019 was ALL Aboard’s 
inaugural year and we donated more than 7,500 tickets to kids in need in our community. We are proud to partner 
with Angel Arms, the Bennett Project, CharacterPlus, Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition, Our Little Haven, and 
Rainbows for Kids to make these visits a reality. Children they serve come from low-income communities, are 
dealing with a medical crisis, or participate in the foster care system. 7,500 tickets were distributed in the first year 
of ALL Aboard to commemorate the Museum’s 75th anniversary, but we are excited to expand the program in 
2020. We invite the community to help support this program with a gift of just $8.50 per ticket.  
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Educational programming is a crucial component of our work at the Museum. With a staff of seven 
qualified teachers in the Education Department, TNMOT provides robust educational programming 
for all ages through interpretive exhibits and STEAM-focused educational programs which incorporate 
elements of science, technology, engineering, the arts, and mathematics. In 2019, approximately 
56,000 children attended field trips, visited the Creation Station hands-on learning center, or toured the 
Museum to learn about the importance and value of transportation history.  

Field Trip Program
TNMOT has a well-established field trip program where students from school districts in Missouri, Illinois, and 
Indiana learn about the importance of transportation. Field trips incorporate classroom-based learning in the 
Train of Thought boxcar classroom and guided tours of campus. In 2019, nearly 5,000 students, educators, and 
parents from 86 classes participated in field trips at the Museum. 

The Education Department Sees the Big Boy in Action
In 2019, the Education Department went on a field trip of their own when the Union Pacific #4014 “Big Boy” 
locomotive, a sister to our own UP #4006 “Big Boy,” traveled to Kansas in November 2019. In honor of the 
Transcontinental Railroad’s 150th anniversary, Union Pacific toured one of the largest locomotives ever built 
across the country. All seven members of the education team met up with the Big Boy #4014 in the small 
town of Osawatomie, KS. TNMOT’s Big Boy is a central feature of our field trip program. Director of Education 
Carrie Bernard said that seeing the Big Boy’s twin in action helped the department learn even more about this 
important artifact.

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT  
EDUCATION & OUTREACH

WOOD

WHEELS

WHISKEY   t
he

  n
mot adult pinewood car race 

2020

To purchase tickets, visit tnmot.org/events 
Space is limited. The last day to purchase tickets is Friday, 

May 29th unless the event sells out in advance. 

For more information or to grab your tickets  
please contact Jessica Hood  

jessica.hood@tnmot.org  
314-965-6212

Community Outreach & Visitor Experience Manager 

THURSDAY 
JUNE 18

Racing begins at 7 pm 
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28%  
STEAM/Education/Early Childhood Activities

A YEAR IN NUMBERS

200,000
VISITORS  
IN 2019

   46% GENERAL AD
M
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N

13%  
Tour Groups 

(Adults)

9%  
 Event Days 

(Car Shows, Smithsonian Day,  
  Father’s Day, Discount  

Admission Days)      

4%   
Facility Rentals

 GUESTS VISITED FROM 

TOTAL REVENUE  

$1,930,195
TOTAL EXPENSES 

$1,848,078

STATES 

   & FOREIGN  
COUNTRIES2347
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TNMOT’s work is made possible in part thanks to our dedicated volunteers. In 2019, more than 160 
people donated nearly 20,000 hours  in service to the Museum’s programs and activities. 

Approximately 90% of the restoration work completed in support of TNMOT’s artifact collection is 
performed in-house by trained and talented volunteers. Nearly every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 
the restoration workshop is abuzz as up to 25 experienced volunteers work along-side Museum staff 
to complete projects from metal fabrication to woodworking to painting. In 2019, volunteers donated 
approximately 16,000 labor hours in support of artifact conservation. 

Volunteer opportunities at TNMOT are varied – from Board member to trolley operator to tour guide. 
Here are two examples of volunteers who made the Museum better in 2019 thanks to their efforts.

VOLUNTEERS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Paula Buie 
Board Member

Paula Buie has been a member of the Board of Directors 
since 2018.  An executive for First Bank, Paula is 
passionate about nonprofit work. At TNMOT, she provides 
leadership, advice, and support for the Museum through 
Board service. “Participating in The National Museum of 
Transportation Board gives me the opportunity to add a 
diverse voice to a collectively-outstanding organization,” 
said Paula when asked about her work on the Board. 
“The blend of family with transportation history is very 
interesting, and with the input and support of the entire 
board and community, we can help move the organization 
into the next 76 years!”
With Paula’s support, First Bank sponsored TNMOT’s 
Holiday Extravaganza in 2019. A family-owned company 
for over 100 years, First Bank said they “appreciate the 
opportunity to participate in and support family-friendly 
events, like the National Museum of Transportation’s 
Holiday Extravaganza, a magical, annual event for young 
and old!”   

Rich Velten 
 Volunteer

 
Rich Velten was a volunteer at TNMOT for many years, 
supporting the Museum in a variety of capacities during 
his service. As a retired professional engineer, Rich was 
qualified to perform a number of important functions.  
He kept the miniature train going by ensuring all four 
crossing gates were always operational. He also served 
as a trolley conductor. A model train enthusiast, Rich was 
instrumental in building the model train display in Barrett 
Station and in the annual set up of the E. Desmond Lee 
holiday train display.
Rich passed away in late 2019 and is greatly missed by 
all who knew him. A memorial fund was created in his 
name which has received donations from dozens of friends 
and family members. The Museum and the Velten family 
are working together to create a lasting and appropriate 
memorial on the TNMOT campus to honor Rich’s legacy. 
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In the past three years, TNMOT has transitioned from a St. Louis County park to an independent 
nonprofit museum. When making the decision to return to independent management, TNMOT created 
a plan to increase funding sources so that we can continue to grow and expand. Your membership and 
donations make it possible for the Museum to serve this generation and generations to come! Please 
invest today and enable us to design new exhibits, expand our community outreach, and preserve 
vulnerable artifacts before they are lost.  

EVERY PENNY MATTERS
From the ALL Aboard program to the Power to Move You Capital Campaign, to the  
Daniel Nason Annual Fund, donors can designate their gifts depending on YOUR interests.   
Interested in making a gift to a particular project or purpose?   
Please contact Amber Johansen at amber.johansen@tnmot.org or 314-965-6885. 
2967 Barrett Station Road, St. Louis, MO 63122 
To make a gift online, please visit www.TNMOT.org/giving. 

VOLUNTEER AND HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Ever wanted to hear about more options for volunteering at the Museum?  
We love our volunteers and would be honored if you joined us.  
Contact museum@tnmot.org for the email and phone: 314-965-6885 for information!

WE NEED YOUR HELP

	Volunteer with the _____________________________________________________

	Volunteer around the office with phone calls and other tasks

	Volunteer in a different way: _____________________________________________

Send this form by mail to our office at: 2967 Barrett Station Road, St. Louis, MO 63122
 
Name:    __________________________________________________________________  

Phone:  __________________________________________________________________

Email:   __________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________
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 9 Speaker Series #8
 19 TRAIN Your Brain
 19 Plein Air Art Festival 
 27 Acoustic Music Festival 

 14 Speaker Series #9
 17 Trick or Track 

  Thanksgiving Weekend  
27 – 29 Opening Weekend  
  Holiday Festivities

 5 Holiday Festivities
 12 Holiday Festivities
 19 Holiday Festivities  

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

MARCH

APRIL

MAY 

JUNE
JULY

 1 Work and the Vehicles that Get  
  the Job Done! exhibit opens
 11 Speaker Series #2

 4 Easter Egg Scramble
 8 Speaker Series #3 
 8 Opening of the Sanford N.   
  McDonnell Tribute Exhibit

 13 Speaker Series #4
 16 Pumpers & Pistons and TNMOT  
  Member Appreciation Day 

 10 Speaker Series #5
 18 Wood, Wheels and Whiskey 
 21 Father’s Day – Free Admission 

 8 Speaker Series #6

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2933 Barrett Station Road, Kirkwood, MO  63122  |  tnmot.org  |  314.965.6212

The National Museum of Transportation is a private 501(c)(3) organization relying on the generous financial support of our community to continue 
preserving the past for future generations.

The National Museum of Transportation is currently CLOSED  
as the world works through the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

We know we’ll be back on TRACK soon!

POSTPONED


